CENTRAL CRIMINAL 
COURT. 


a 

EVIDENCE IN CRIMINAL CASES ACT. 

On Monday the October sessions of this courb com- 
menced at the Old Bailey. In the calendar were the 
names of 147 priso:ers for trial, Thero are four 
charges of murder, sıx of manslaughter, one of attempted 
murder, four of wounding, twenty-six of robbery with 
violence, nine of housebreaking, two of burglary, and 
tiventy-one of passing bad c. ins. 

A RUINED CAREER. 

Arthur Prank Bunbury, 21 years of ago, who pleaded 
* Guilty’? at the July sessions to obtaining £3,788 by 
false pretences from Messrs Colyer and Colyer, 
solicitors, and £370 from Mr, William Cooper Hobbs, 
was scntenced to twelve months’ hard iabour, The pri- 
soner nt one time held a commission in the Manchester 
Regiment, but he absconded from Gibraltar and so lost 
his commission, He then falsely represented to Messrs. 
Colyer that a velutive in Anstralia had died leaving him 
n large fortune and upon his supposed interest he bor- 
rowed large sums of money, 

A DOUBLE LIFE, 

Abarbernamed Ambrose Adams pleaded ‘* Guilty ” to 
having bigamously married Wlizaheth Jane ‘Papling 
Budden, who previous to the ceremony was an assistant 
nt tho Queen Victoria-stvect Stores. Adams married 
his first wife in 1880 and there were ten children of the 
marringe, in January last he married Miss Budden, 
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whom he hnd known for ten years and courted for 
twelve months. She knew him in the name of South- 
coth, and always believed him to bea single man, and 
she was expecting to become a mother next week. 
Adams accounted for his absence to his first 
wife, who waa also about to give birth to another 
child, by telling her that he had been compelled. to live 
in the house where he was employed, He had obtained 
shout £40 from the mother and friends of the second 
wifo, After the bigamous marriage the second wife 
went nway to attend her father in a dangerous illness, 
and on her return she found that her home had disap- 
peared and that the furniture which she believed had 
been bought by the prisoner had been obtained on tho 
hire system. ‘The Recorder snid he was unable to sec a 
redeeming feature in this case and sentenced Adams to 
five years’ penal servitude, T'he Officer in the ease 
grid the prisoner had pawned all the wedding presents. 


CAUGHT NAPPING. 

A prisoner named Clarke, who was indicted for pass- 
ing counterfeit coin, elected to give evidence on his own 
behalf, uuder tho provisions of the new Act. In the 
course of his evidence he stated in « weak moment that 
he was “an respectable, honest, and hard-working 
man,” and this statement enabled the prosecutor to 
call evidence showing that he had been soveral times 
previously convicted. Thereupon the jury promptly 
found him “Guilty” and the Common Serjeant as 
promptly sentenced him to eighteen months’ hard 
lahour, 

MINT CASE. 

Thomas Grifiths 28, and Hmma Griffiths, 30, 
pleaded ‘‘ Guilty’ to possessing fourteen bad half- 
crowns. Convictions were proved agninst both pri- 
soners, aud the man was senteneed to fiye years’ penal 


soners, and the man was sentenced to fiye years’ penal 
servitude and the female to three years. 


SOLICITOR SENTENCED. 
A solicitor, named Charles M‘Colla, 39, was sen- 


fenced to fifteen months’ hard labour for having com- 
mitted robberies at the Sir Rohert Peel, in the City, 


also at Liverpool-street and Loudon Bridge Stations. | 
It was stated that the prisoner had been struck off the - 


rolls at the Cape (after having’ been previously sus- 
pended for forgery) for misappropriation of money, 
Medical evidence was given to show that the prisoner’s 
intellect was impaired and that he was eccentric and 
excitable, 

OTHER CASES, 

Before tha Recorder Harriett Lewis pleaded 
‘Guilty’ to a charge of bigamy. It was stated that 
her first husband, to whom she was married when only 
eighteen years of age, deserted her, and that a man 
named Drmkwater, with whom sha contracted the 
bigamous marriage, had treated her with great cruelty. 
In view of the mitigating circumstances in the ease, the 
Recorder hound her over to come up for judgment if 
called upon. 

George Lyster, 28, pleaded “ Guilty ” to, and Thomas 
Watt, 32, was convicted of, a charge of stealing r purse 
and other articles, value £12, from a Miss Fox. They 
had picked her pocket in an omnibus of n purse which 
coutainal a cloakrooin ticket for luggage she had 
deposited at Liverpool-stret Station, This luggage 
thoy obtained, but were traced by the police to an hotel 
in the Westminster-bridye-road, where they were ar- 
rested with the property in their possession, Both pri- 
soners had been previously convieted, and were now 
sentenced to tive and four years’ penal servitude re- 
| spectively, 
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